The second sound in the aortic area is much accentuated. Blood Wvassermann reaction positive.
Electrocardiogram.-Normal rhythm, left ventricular predominance. Antero-posterior skiagram of the chest shows a fusiform aneurysm of the aortic arch. In a skiagram taken in the left anterior oblique position the descending aorta is seen to be calcified and unusually tortuous.
Dr. PARKES WEBER said he believed that syphilitic aortitis favoured calcification, just as non-syphilitic arteriosclerosis did. In both cases, owing to stenosis of the vasa vasorum, an ischemic condition was produced, and calcareous deposition occurred in necrotic or semi-necrotic tissue, whether the necrotic process was due to ischeemia or to any other cause. M. G., male, aged 21, French. Nothing of importance in family or past history: no history of tuberculosis. In youth, though patient is of a dark-haired, brown-eyed type, his skin was fair.
Pigmentation of the skin began about five or six years ago and bas been progressive until the present time, though it has been thought that some periodic variations in the depth of the tint have occurred.
In September, 1931, he began his military service in the French Army (Strasbourg) and was at that time well and able to carry out his duties. About
